CPC USE ONLY:
Application #
Qualifies:

Does not qualify:

INITIAL ELIGIBILITY PROJECT APPLICATION FORM

DUE BY DECEMBER 3, 2021

TOWN OF NEEDHAM
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
www.needhamma.gov/CPC
Email Applications to:

Cecilia Simchak and Kristen Wright:
csimchak@needhamma.gov & kwright@needhamma.gov

Applicant: Needham Public Schools Submission Date: 11/22/2021

Applicant's Address, Phone Number and Email: 3. Purpose:
(Please select all that apply)

Needham Public Schools ] Open Space
1330 Highland Avenue [ ] Community Housing
Needham MA 02492 Historic Preservation
Contact Name: [l Recreation
Project Name: Emery Grover Renovation Project
Project Location/Address/Ownership (Control):
1330 Highland Avenue, Needham MA 02492
Owned by: Town of Needham, School Committee
Amount Requested: $ $6,000,000 (up to 79%)
Estimated Total Project Cost (/7 Different): $ 20,875,000

Critical Dates: (If Applicable)

Schematic Design Appropriation October 25, 2021 (Approved)
Construction Appropriation Annual Town Meeting May, 2022 (Anticipated)

- continued -
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CPC USE ONLY:
Application #

Qualifies:

Does not qualify:

Project Name: Emery Grover Renovation Project

9. Project Summary: In 100 words or less provide a brief summary of the project:

Comprehensive renovation of the Emery Grover Building for continued use by school
administration. Originally described by BH+A Architects in the Emery Grover Feasibility Study (June
2020), the program has been reduced in scope to fit within the existing structure. The revised
concept eliminates the need for a new 3-story wing in the rear of the building and reflects a more
efficient use of shared spaces, common work areas and the relocation of educational technology to
other school buildings. The project includes historic rehabilitation of the envelope, renovation and
modernization of the interior and comprehensive code-required upgrades. The project includes
about 57 onsite parking spaces. Hillside Elementary School is used as swing space during
construction.

10. Community Need: In 100 words or less provide a brief statement of the need for and
the benefits to the community.

Emery Grover is a building of historic significance to the Town of Needham. Constructed in 1897
as the Town's high school, it is the oldest public building in Needham and is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places. Renovation of this historical landmark represents:

* An opportunity to preserve an important piece of Town history.

* An opportunity to preserve a Gateway Building into downtown.

* An opportunity to engage in historic renovation of the Town Center.

* One of few remaining opportunities for the historic preservation of a publicly-owned building.
* The highest Historic Commission preservation priority.

* A cost effective path to preservation - equal to demolition and a new building for current use.
* The most assured path to historic preservation of this asset is a Town project; demolition likely if
sold to a private developer.

Note: This application enables the Community Preservation Committee to review the

request to assess eligibility. You shall be notified by January 1 of your eligibility. If eligible
you will be requested to supply additional information by February 1.
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